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Rich water source is the important factor
for sustainable rice production

Bure spring water @
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AENBERK Daisetsu Asahidake Spring Water
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Higashikawa is an ecologically rich town, yet it's located only 10 minutes

drive away from Asahikawa airport. Local people live in harmony with
nature, drink and use spring water for everything everyday.
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Natural spring water for everyone
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Daisetsuzan National Park
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For all, and all daily activities

Higashikawa is one of the extremely rare locations where
people live without public water supply. The water from
Daisetsuzan was selected for the “100 best waters in
Japan” for its taste and the mineral ratio.

ITCZIECHBELLRE

tpEmmE. 52291 m%2E2BE%28T 50
AEAXDENAE. RROMCEBHCH LG ILE
MheD, BLOBLUEOBZELELETVET,

Accessible, postcard-worthy views

In the center of Daisetsuzan
National Park, the largest national
park in Japan, is Asahidake
(2,291m) , the highest peak in
Hokkaido. The mirror surface of
the Sugatami pond and colorful
alpine flowers make it the poster d
child for Hokkaido. VALAD
Bwrme
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Tenninkyo Asahidake

BERR 5
BA—RWIEDHN
o . R 3 MBERRCEAB AT LPOY IRYE, OHDTEABEI  HY) T,
5"_5\!% 1,100 m@lJ.l%ERi)‘ F)*%‘T‘%l% 1,600 m®§E5R§ T.A—7 "7 I 9 accommodationsin Asahidake Onsen vary insize, style and characteristics.
1 TE2ED105. HKRAECREEIMOERIFCRLL LA,
Autumn colors on trees in September N=R= N=B=

P 7@-.%@%/35 }\dﬁ/m
The cable car takes you from Sanroku station (1,100m) to Sugatami i )
station (1,600m) in 10 minutes. The striking view of beautifully Asahidake Onsen / Tenninkyo Onsen

colored trees span as far as you can see.

RELEZABDORFF TEEOEICEEHE 2005
WIBENOEABAL & » THRE M. R wh t“?*?f*’?"*ﬁ”::d - BT84 5 1930km OB E B R (. BILE
HEEEENDEEFFRORAB, %2270m atanimatstive In Asahidakes R2E—FH L HAROBRM. B - KABE

OPKRNEELOFMLZDBROKRENEESTT, RIS, MHMTHATELY [RRORB] &,

Popular sight beloved for many years 2 onsen areas at the foot of Asahidake .
RABERR & PERDE
EC BRIINCEFYIRS
£S5 CHBERMTT .

Tenninkyo Onsenis located

Tenninkyo is known for its unique geographical structure
formed 30k years ago as a result of major eruption.
Hagoromo waterfall is a popular spot where water falling

Asahidake Onsen, located approximately 30 minute drive
away from the central area of Higashikawa, is a popular
choice for climbers and skiers, while Tenninkyo Onsen is

i i N . . . by Chubetsuriver.
from 270m high. The area seasonally changes its colors FoH ey FEIHE IVYwI more secluded, secret area where free-of-charge RN i : Hagoromo waterfallis in
that impress even frequent visitors. Pine grosbeak Pika Ezo Chipmunk Tennyo-no-ashiyu (Footbath of angels) is available. R ELE Ui ; walking distance.
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HARKREITOEY H1BBIAF)IK Perfect steamed Higashikawa rice
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[OHUNHITTZ ] T2019FICHEEEAFEL.
KOBKT VF VI TRERTIVI0 [HA] 2BEBLE
FTOB[ENXK] CHEFEDKREXKS. SFIEAT
BEMEEEAELTVET,

The rice produced in Higashikawa won Grand Gold Prize at the
Yumepirika Contest 2019. As a praised “special A rank” rice in the
national rice tasting chart, Higashikawa rice is a proud local product.

HELL(TELARERYIDI®HIC

Policies for food safety and quality

REWLUALDIFFTNEEARKPBRECHEL ATBERBRLEI TR, EEEE]
BLWIL—LDHENHIZ. RURERERNYHIRECEFTNDZIDTY,

Mineral water from Daisetsuzan, fertile soil, and ideal climatic conditions can E >~

only be fully utilized if, and only if farmers respect and follow strict regulations. JAUD LD D

BNIREHFOIEE100F

10 codes for Higashikawa rice production

BLLOEEEZIVTLICER

REOBEPLPHAORIE. BAAERE CELL
L=ILHFIEINTHEYN. FhbaFoT2<H
hEBREGTHIPRINKEREDREHNTEET,

The codes make quality rice

Rice farmers in Higashikawa can only use specific
pesticides, for limited times, and the rules are set even
how to sprinkle. The branded rice ‘Higashikawa rice’ is
produced with these strict codes.
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5 rules for water conservation

L0
RELDOHMTRKTOREDOHRE. Z2ME%2RD
RIBRLCEH AL, SIERAHAEULEREY
(JAER) ’hr2BMIBEHTT,

Proof of eco-friendly products

The farmers are committed to preserve the environment
to enable sustainable production of quality rice and vege-
tables by following 5 rules set by JA for those who use
the spring water of Daisetsuzan Asahidake.
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Locally produced drinks,
made with Higashikawa’s spring water

ASHEANA
LE

thHdbobHLLULE]IET Good water makes good drinks

KagpphrLTHELEI—E—., HrAAKEFES E Think of brewing coffee, tea, or beer. When it comes to drinks,

N N N the importance of water quality is vital. Especially for the produc-
—b KERPEBEROARECE > T, BLL - poance o areraua e peciay for e b
tion of sake, Higashikawa is the ideal location as it provides not

WK E KD B 2 TR G F@ D L3, #ITTED T only good water but also valued rice. The town is also dedicated
FOTER T BELCLENZANTVET, to producing original wine using locally grown grapes.
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Retreat to a positive space, give yourself reward in the everyday race

HMELFHARERA%DS

COEHOKEKERDT, BELTIEEEAS
BEALZOR]IE, BMPHROREFEESA.
BPLrMABRRTRRILOREBIELHIDE.
A7) LAEVEROVEDTT,

Enjoy food and atmosphere

People in culinary arts choose Higashikawa, and open their
restaurants because of the quality of water and rice the town
can provide. The reason why people love restaurants beyond

food is feeling of the space. Surrounded by rich nature, #JI[FOCUS
cafes and restaurants here offer just the right atmosphere. on gourmet
13
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The town of photography
connects Japan to the world

1985 CHHRTHEAALV [EEDE]| EE41To LK
JIET i, RECDhE->TEEXLEHICEA. BAERAE S
THLS, BEEZBLAEBXRET-TLET,

In 1985, Higashikawa declared to be the town of photography.

Since then, the town has dedicated its resources to nurture photography &
culture, and has remained proactive in international collaborations.
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HIATEBEEE 7 2 X7 1 NILORSEBROEF  Outdoor exhibition as part of the Higashikawa International Photo Festival

FINTERBREE 7z XF 1731
(ENET7+ b7z 2 %)

Higashikawa International Photo Festival

F1FIvIREHARTD
iK1/ AM. MEINZTEORMA. AR
NHLEREERCEMRELRBE. BARP 7+
—FL0 B b TAUALEI-REFENN
Y. BATRBLLVEABTROELDET,

Unique outdoor exhibitions

A whole month in summer is dedicated to the photog-
raphy festival. Special exhibitions, forums, portfolio
reviews and other events are organized with guests
from around the world. It’s one of the rare cases in
Japan where exhibitions take place outside.

15
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The Higashikawa Awards

BARKICLIZ2MOEEFRE
ROFRZB2EN-ZERNOERICEE
H2Z2BELTVLIR/IIE. RFIRERE
REEZHELEANSTOREERTT.
The very first photographers’ awards
given by a Japanese local government

The awards and prize are given to a new genera-
tion of photographers from around the world for
the future of photography culture.

Town / Capital of Photography Declaration
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High school photography competition Higashikawa Bunka Gallery
EREEHOELREOES
FREZBS SRV AEABFIRISRARI)IETICE L.

EAARHHEAOKETT, BEEC. BRE
EBICEBBVCEBUARYLFLIATOET,

TEEOE, 2&#T 235

2021 () Za—FA—=T U,
ULSCEFIEDb> ERIEXEX v+ 5 1)
— RKOBCEN AKX CBZEMTT . L
SDERDZLOODBRENHY. AIRIC
LBBMERRCR/IIENDZERRE. M
BOLERAEZBLT. S<OALHD
BhAERELRADBATT.

National competition of high-school
photography clubs

Held annually each August
in Higashikawa is the
hottest contest for young
photographers in Japan.
After the preliminary selec-
tion, top 18 schools gather
in Higashikawa to compete
for the best school.

Symbol of the town of
photography

After the first major reconstruction, the
gallery reopened in 2021. The warm wooden
interior design makes the space modern yet
welcoming. It consists of four exhibition
spaces, open for local artists. It's a home for
regular exhibitions of the Higashikawa
Awards, as well as special exhibitions where
local people can have access to state of the
art collections.

EREEBBRATEI=XT 130
International High School Students’ Photo Festival Exchange
EEPXEBANLTEORE
XD 2 ERHMIBOBRENRIETIZEE Y.
EEZBUTEBXRZTIANVITT,

Photography as a universal language

The town is proactive in
cultural exchanges. This event
also known as the Youth Fest
is the international version

of the high school photo
competition. Students from
different countries and regions
gather in Higashikawa to learn
and communicate each other.

16 17
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INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS

EBADOANICL EIC
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Breaking cultural boundaries

BRE NEFERRFE£A4BLTHCESOBAE. i
HEH ORI E DA X P THESIAEE, 1
CE—FYaFIBERENEELCOBS > TVET,

The ethical diversity is always an important essence of Higashi-
kawa. People from different countries work or study, and are
involved in everyday activities of the local residents.

EREREBRATE I T ZT A /NLICEMULAEIEFIEREDSEKRE  Gueststudents for International High School Students’ Photo Festival Exchange

RNETSL R EAREFR

Higashikawa Japanese Language School

'] |

NEEFLHEE

The Japan Exchange and Teaching Programme

SEERPHERALTRER
RNEIRSTEIEFIEAEL,HKRALEBESN. BER
R ZR—Y DIFEHE). B E DEHEE. AIREDK
ARV RETERLTVES,

The town’s international communications experts

Foreign staffs at the townhall have a wide range of duties
including language supports, teaching sports, connecting the
town with their countries, and attending local events.

BRI O ALBEARELR

FIT aRDC R b BRE % KB
MEZSFANTOET, E¥ETTHL
LB R EORBREB R E S,

Japan’s first public language school

The application is open for all around the world.
Students learn Japanese as well as the culture of
Japan through its culture classes and workshops.

19

ARPBRERE. #
EPEACHALRR
T & 2 2X{LHEE.

Multicultural Loungeisa
common space for foreign
students to meet locals.

Ik ER T & X e R ™

Sister cities and cultural exchange cities

S(DORFEE LM
WHkEH DX v ETHE (HF5). L—ATFHE (5
FET). BAYUHTZO®m (AY 7). XL REH
NEWE (KBRE) LERARRZIT>TVET,

Proactive in cultural exchange projects

Canmore (Canada), Rujiena (Latvia), and Aniwa (Russia) are
Higashikawa’s sister cities, and Yeongwol County (Republic of
Korea) is a cultural exchange city.
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Reasons why Higashikawa
is a furniture town

JbnfEF VERETE ¥ 3 —JL— A4 TheKitanosumai Sekkeisha showroom

I

REXE®

TLBEOREARAMTOC bhAEZLVLWTHS UAER
DOMBJIIRE. ZDH30% ER/IEITO< bh., ZLOD
RE -7 7 MERA IECRMEEEN 21To TV E T,

Asahikawa is one of the major cities in Japan where design furniture

is produced. 30 percent of the Asahikawa furniture are produced
in Higashikawa, a home for skilled craftsman and furniture makers.

FE-457hDFvS5Y—%K3

Visiting furniture and craft galleries

7—1)—+%4LRa EarlyTimesa

RERXISTIPOIENPICE. h 7z AHHRL
TLWB7r)IEHY. —REDDORERPH]IET
LULLWBLITEAKRDTKZDEBTTHTT,

RKEARIL Taisetsu Mokko

Not all but some studios have a gallery to display their
products. Some even have a cafe space as part of their
guest facilities. Visitors are welcome to come in and
find a special item for home.

21
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Your Chair

FLbfebABFOTLES

HIBTEZFhZFELABIC. BFEEOYz I b, FOCHD
BFAEBEBLT. FELDORRZENCRTFI AV, ZARBEVIAD S
NTLET, BAREFABALENLTILEPLTVLET,

A gift for new-born babies in town

The town gives a specially made wooden chair to families with a new-born baby.
The name and the date of birth are printed on each chair. Warmth of the homemade
chair represents the dedication of Higashikawa in protecting and nurturing the
new generation.

PO F

School Chairs

YROBFE—FDBELHIC

PERTIFRME->ZBDOARBEOBF%2. FERFICTRELTHSR
2epTEHTOVII b, REEBOFERLTREOMVBATTY,

Memento of school days

Each student at Higashikawa junior high school uses own wooden chair for the
whole three years, and it will be given as a memento when they graduate.

22
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Oda Collection

ERREOEERaLI>a>
BFAEROBAZTHARICLS. ERES VTS UHE
£ & VWb 51950 ~1960FERFLOBFRT— T I,
BA&#OILIYay, BAANATHEISATVET,

Collection of valuable Scandinavian furniture

Noritsugu Oda is a known researcher of design chairs, and
Scandinavian modern design. His collection include a wide range
of items including chairs, tables, and designed commodities
produced in 1950s to 1960s often considered as the golden age
of Scandinavian modern design.

ZM)—bOARAZYEIR

Wooden store signs at main street

BEHRERSTHY
AAYZ Y= bOEEE. BESSNEIZ - BK
BUEBRFEZCRON206. RIIATES TR,

Unique wooden signs of local stores

When you walk around the town, hunt for wooden signboards!
How many can you find?

23

AHIFEZICEHEAORE
Masters’ showcase in public facilities
S Ir_f_[l; FIrmeT '1:1[]!

FEORERICHRLT

RINETTEE T 2BMAORENEHNOAHIER (CFEDL M.
FTTLRBFRENERICHLERTVET,

Warmth of wooden furniture

Town’s commitment to the promotion of local furniture industry
makes public facilities into a showcase of masters’ works.
Designed furniture is in everyday life of the people in Higashikawa.
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Higashikawa Elementary School / Yume Park

NETToESL A . :
SRy LETHEEORERBASH
RIEJowe ) HHRIEZEFNILE. FRODY
RHpRPNER, B Yy H—IBRBKIE, 2
BEXRBRERGEHIIATVET,

School of next generation attracts nation-
wide attention

HDAEAPT L
RIEOCY

Located near the vast rice fields, the
school sits in a tranquil atmosphere.
Not like other schools, the architecture
of this school is quite unique with
blocks of first-floor building connected
to make a long stretch of space,
surrounded by soccer and baseball B INERR

fields, farms and orchards 360F/S/ 5%

Perfect living environment
isn’t a dream

FNEBE R FE> 42— BHYA

Community Center “Yumerin”
T8 /A LK AN EE 5 e %
FINERICHBRINARRER. XRT7HR
ZEMFR—I. ZEREIRES N, SFIFEAR
ARVIPRRADBELTHLEATVLET,

Gathering place for the young and the old

The center is connected with the
Higashikawa elementary school,
and used for various purposes

including music events and E E
AFHIMY RS Y h‘fI&’i’Té L’)tf]‘OTL‘iTO nursing home for kids after school. ; =
=
Around 50% out of the 8,000 residents are migrants. Rich nature [=
and culture, safe environment, and the preservation of landscapes 1| BTRS 4
"™ areall part of town’s grand design for a better living environment. EEYA b
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FELLEBADUDVEBIEBERENH ) EFT  Smallcommunity and safe environment provide less stressful childhood
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CentPure
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RINETo Xk - [FEFEEH
BEEXRE - FH1 . ASLUXLD 3
FaERDIC. BRRARPITROBEEEE
REITADERTT. £/ - -0
FARDZ. BEEXLEHORITT .

Central facility for culture and
promotion of Higashikawa

This modern looking public facility is a
multi-purpose cultural complex. In the library,
unique chairs are displayed next to the books,
and historical documents of Daisetsuzan
archives.
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The Green Village

RINRAE=E

Higashikawa House Design

AEIWLDWAE A & FAMT 3R
DEPH. NEOE, FEOH
SRERE. FiER2ED., B
CESBEEZEMLTVET,

The town recommends people to
follow some rules when they design
a house. The rules include choosing
colors and shapes of the roof or
walls from carefully chosen samples
so that they match with the

surrounding landscape of Daisetsuzan.

People are also recommended to
plant trees and maintain gardens.

BEFHE

Green Architecture Policy

FRRLHP»HEECHAL. EL

CEHFPTVEEREZEKL.
BEILRBERWMCIZXTVF

—ZIRHTVET,

The town promote the neighborhood
and encourage the residents to
collaborate in the creation of beautiful
and comfortable living environment.
As the name suggests, greening the
area is the primary goal for the village,
and symbolizes the iconic lifestyle of
Higashikawa.

27
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Newly developed residential area

The concept of the Green Village is to maintain
the sustainable beauty of neighborhood area.
The town set rules and prepared agreements
for “Higashikawa house design”, and “Green
Architecture Policy”. The purpose of these
initiatives is to harmonize residential areas
with the nature.
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Hometown Tax — Higashikawa the town of photography stock system

Troo(YPphELDEH

[0 LADKRESIE] F=R)IETZ
IBELEVERS AL TN DKRE
(Ff) c&->T [HRE] &40,

i'SO( Uit EF50CNIESMYT2HETT. &
g0 S BELMBERU &> CERBIA L
& e L DA D ) RILGDE L A B (F a
Town development . THBIER] ~ORER [#HE —
A = = S 5 4 =z, REERK EVIIES
beyond boundaries il ORfT. 350k, RAEROR Daisetsu Asahidake Gensui Higashikawa Rice
FonEd,
Higashikawa stock system is a tax incentive )é»z
framework that allows people who wish @ < “
to support Higashikawa become a “stock
holder” by invest in town’s projects. The .
money you give to the town can be ;
deducted from next year’s resident tax. ) : !
Stockholders are entitled to become a 3%*‘ |
FE5DT77 %223 [UHLD “special citizen” and receive some goods S
bEEHE]. B ARGER— | from the town. They may also stay in
: ; RIETRFEAR AR EI A e
+B[a7—%2r2~x—2]. & public accommodations for free. [y “)?')IIL‘BEEEJ (o EEt)

S S ¢ — Higashikawa Spring Water Sak Rockin’ Chai
MERMT S [474 2 %L et ey eI R
FF—HIEl hE. AIADALES
EDRABMYMHEATOATL &3] 0 B4 - L
ot EE AT HER £ E e TP

° il C.'FlzenSh'p Stockholders Tour Free Public Accommodations

Certificate

The town invites people outside of ]
Higashikawa to join the future
development of the town. If you are

sl

residents in Japan, you may invest in W

“Higashikawa stock system (also known

as hometown tax in other parts of . VALAD
Japan) ” and get incentives in return. § PREFIEE
S |
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Alternate work spaces

RNEITE. 2RRBERT— T —Ya > THRETDIANFATES.

BDHOVOARZERSH)ET,

For those who choose to have multiple residences or decide to try “workation”,
Higashikawa provides comfortable coworking spaces with free Wi-Fi.

TALL Y H
CentPure

¥eRMOAIHETE ZREFR~
— 20 EFH. BRPWI-FiH KT
FABFTRIZIR—ZIPTE, WD
THIFEARBFRCHETE. £FA
ECRYET S EHFRETT .

With 60,000 books in your reach, the
library has work spaces with power
stations, network and all, ideal for
intense work mode. The spaces are open

and anyone can use at anytime (within
opening hours).

RENETXfeF+S5Y—
Bunka Gallery

RIBEJOBEXLDY »RILTH D
FINEEF+ S — (L 4DDE
READHY. WVOTHEEEXLICAE
haZehTEET. AEDOERMIE
YLy vabTEAHERMTY,

Bunka Gallery is the landmark of
photography culture that the town has
been dedicated to promote. It consists of
four exhibition rooms, and the town
organizes both regular and seasonal
photography exhibitions. Find you spot in
the work space next to the lobby.

30

F+5Y—ZEN
Gallery ZEN

AT —F I 2~R—2&HFEALTL
CHRINETOFHULVERY A E LT,
B BB AP EEEVTHSE
PTEBREZYR— T 2R
B, FrLLBEHZBELET,

The town'’s plan to expand the availabili-
ty of coworking spaces, finally comes
into light with the opening of ZEN that
provides comfortable working spaces for
visitors, and supports people’s new style
of businesses.

SELEINR—PF—2vT

Reaching out to businesses for collaborations

LEDIEFIELDELEETEELT. NAICEZNHZEIVBAHAEITL.
REBDFAIRZANDREERIZEDBN D BFEVETRHETT,

Higashikawa encourages business firms to sign partnership with the town. The partner
companies receive town’s support for the benefit of workers who wish to explore new life style.

BNA T4 v—bF—§IEF
Higashikawa Official Partnership Scheme

RIEJEDRDP)DHEZLECLD/— FF—
vy JERAEBEL. hARREAZ LTHRD
KREBFCHEMENHEIZBELET,

The partner firms can make use of tax incentives by
financially supporting projects that contribute to the
future development of the town.

31
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Hometown Tax for Business

rENERIEN. FHRZBL T, AR

5]

FOITH>HHRIENIY A % B L AIBE (.

Bl LoBEERENZ(F bhBEHEATT.

Links between business firms and Higashikawa

strengthen to generate social values together for the

future of Japan and regions of Japan.
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SHOP

RAKEEN VERBRERPRBICACOCRBABIE. bTERARY
NIIFABHIREFIZHHVET, TOFNTHTIEIL,

One of the advantages of a small town like Higashikawa is

that small businesses can grow in a cluster influencing each other.

Find your favorite spot from must-go small shops, cafes and restaurants.

BEXLEE [TEOAT] 5)IIE]

TO071-1492 JbiE3E L) B H)IETRET 1T B16 & 15
B 0166-82-2111 FAX: 0166-82-3644

AT« I XAERAER 20216 3 AKAT

Higashikawa the town of photography

1-16-1 Higashi-machi, Higashikawa-cho, Kamikawa-gun,
Hokkaido 071-1492 Japan
B 0166-82-2111 FAX: 0166-82-3644
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